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By James E. West

NY one of the six scouts who visited New York, would, I am sure,
be a credit to the whole scout organization as well as to our ex-
pedition. I am doubly sure that Scout Siple will make good in every
sense of the word.
Thank you for the opportunity you have given us to take along a
Boy Scout who will have his part in whatever we might achi

I am only sorry that I could not have taken all six of the scouts who
came to New York.

With Byrd to the Antarctic

The choice of the Boy Scouts of

America. Siple in the uniform

of a Sea Scout

HEN the City of New York,

flagship of the Byrd Antarctic

. Expedition, sailed from® New

York August 25th, she carried as

one of her crew Paul A. Siple, Eagle Scout and

Sea Scout of Erie, Pa. Scout Siple is the offi-

cial representative of the Boy Scouts oi

America on the Expedition, and is designated

personal orderly and special assistant to Com.
Richard E. Byrd.

This is the climax to the adventurous experi-
ence that in recent months the Scout Move-
ment, under the sponsorship of the National
Council, has opened to its members. It will be
recalled that Sea Scouts manned the Northerr
Light which carried the Borden Field Expedi-
tion to the Arctic, that four Scouts have taken
part in the Lincoln Highway covered wagon
expedition, and that three Scouts are now re-
turning from an expedition in Africe with
Martin Johnson. In each instance participation was invited
by the Boy Scouts of America because the -organizers of
these enterprises believed in the training which boys receive
through the Boy Scout program.

Com. Richard E. Byrd, who is an Honorary Scout, has for
many years and in many ways shown his interest in the Boy
Scout Movement. Last year, following the flight of the
America, he told a group of French Boy Scouts that he was
such a firm believer in the value of Boy Scout training that he
would not hesitate to take a boy so trained with him in a
flight towards the South Pole.” The eager interest with which
boys have followed his expeditions, and in his ‘plans for this,
his most ambitious undertaking, led to his asking the National
Office carly this year to name a boy from the Boy Scout Moye-
ment, representing its 826,000 members, as an official member
of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition. T

Because of the rigors of the Antarctic, and the possibility
that the Expedition might find it necessary to spend two years
at its base, it was necessary that the Boy Scout chosen for the
high honor of representing the movement should not only be
able to withstand the strain of this enterprise and play hi
part like a man, but it was felt that the Scout representative
should be one who would make a definite contribution to the
Expedition.

Accordingly 630 Local Councils and the 1,700 Scoutmasters
not under Council were requested to examine Scouts in their
Council or Troop membership, desirous of taking advantage of
this offer, and through their local Courts of Honor or
special committees
recommend  those
whose special quali-
fications it was felt
deserved consider-
ation by the Na-
tional Office.

Eighty-eight
Scouts were in this
manner recom-
mended to the Na-
tional Office for
their special quali-
fications. A pains-
taking review of
these applications
by a committee re-
sulted in seventeen
being chosen for
further considera~
tion by another
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On the job.
work just before the boat sailed

Scous Siple hard ai

at the University of Alabama. Assistant
Scoutmaster of Troop 16, Tuscaloosa, Ala. He
has held every position of leadership in his own
troop—No. 12 of Birmingham, Ala., and is an
apprentice Sea Scout.

Alden E. Snell, Washington, D. C. Nineteen
~ears old. Eagle Scoul. Assistant Scout-
master of Troop Too, in which he held many
positions of leadership, including Senior Patrol
Leader. 33 Merit Badges He is at present

ime employed on the Washinglon Evening Siar.

Clark Spurlock, Eugene, Ore. Seventeen
years old, First-Class Scout. rg Merit Badges.
e has been junior assistant Scoutmaster of his
troop, and at the present time is a high-school
sophomore. He has spent several summers
working in the lumber camps of Oregon.

Denald Cooper, Tacoma, Wash. Seventeen
years old. EFagle Scout. Junior Assistant
Scoutmaster of Troop 39. 50 Merit Badges.
As a test of his physical fitness and his ability
to stand cold, he climbed Mount Rainier, 14,408 feet, carrying
his own pack, after four days of conditioning.

Jack Hirshman, Minneapolis, Minn. Eighteen years old.
42 Merit Badges and the highest award of Scouting, the Gold
Honor Medal. He is a high school graduate. He has run a
lumber camp for his mother, and has been her sole support
since the death of his father.

Paud A. Siple, Erie, Pa. Nincteen years old. Assistant
Scoutmaster and Assistant Camp Director. He is a Coxswain
and Able Sea Scout and holder of 59 Merit Badges. Freshman
at Allegheny College, Meadville, Pa. ¥

A Difficult Choice

F IT was difficult to choose from the eighty-cight outstanding
recommendations from Local Council, it was an even more
difficult task to pick one of these six, each with special qualities
o 1 him, as the repr ative of the Boy Scouls of
America. A Committee of National stafl members: Messrs.
. S. Martin, George W. Ehler, E. A. Stowell and T. J. Keane,
appointed by the Chief Scout Ixecutive to advize him on the
selection, had extended interviews with the candidates. They
were given a most thorough medical examination by the Life
Extension Institution. They appeared before the sixty mem-
bers of the Sixteenth National Training School of Scout Ex-
ecutives, who examined each Scout separately. They were
also presented to Commander Richard E. Byrd, Mr. Barron
Collier, Dr. John I Finley, and many others. Their schedule
of sight-seeing,
lunches, meeting
with distinguished
people, were all
part of the data
used in the selec-
tion. Finally, and
just before this de-
parture the six can-
didates were re-
quested to  say
which two they
would choose as
their companions in
case it was possible
tosend three Scouts
on thiz Expedition.
The result of the

; Scout Siple, lhi(d from left; Mr. Barron:Collier of the Executive Board, second
Srom right, and Commander Byrd, extreme right

committee, who in turn chose six they considered most worthy
to represent the Boy Scouts.of America in this immense under-
taking,. These six were requested -to come toNew York for
personal interviews and further examination. They were:

Eighteen years old,
42 Merit Badges, Medical student

Summer-B. Davis, Birmingham, Ala.
Eagle Scout. Sea Scout.

] ; ’ ratings made by the

- = Committee, by
New Vork.” (left)—Captain Melville explains the operation of a sounding machine. (centery—The six (Concluded on page
iry the rigging. (right)—An able seaman shows how to splice a rope 65)
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